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the /o/e Government of one Sect. A moft natural Conclufion 


r To 


Joun EncLisHMAN. 


SiR, 
OUR inferting the following Letter im you Paper, 
will oblige 
Your conftant Reader, 
And Humble Servant, 


OLD ENGLAND. 


To the Author of the Warcu-Tower. 


SIR, 

AN DOR, Impartiality, Integrity and Judgment, 
lly necefiary for one that writes for the 
Information of the Pu! i together with fufiicient 
Knowledge and Ab Pi our Title to thefe laft 
I fleall not now. cali in Que ; but with Regard 
to the eee! I fear'your late P ape er, . ve in the Ne Ww 
York Mercury, N°. 139, as well as many others that have 
had their birth, through that Channel, will intirely deftroy 

. all your Preteniions to them. 

Your Defign in that Paper, I conceive, is to give a gene- 
ral and impartial Account of the Proportion, and Spirit of 
the feveral religi ous Denxominat ons we us. 

You begin----7 hofe whe are fo far Stra gers to this Pro- 
wince, as only to know that it corf/'s of various Protefant 
Denominations, and that the Edu ation of Youth, was ixten- 
ded to be committed to the fole Government of one Se, va/ftl 
infericr to the ref, muft ey conclude, that the latter 
are difloyal to the King, or epouje Prin ‘ples prejxcicial to the 
Common Weal. Now, after juit taking Notice of your ill 
Manners, in calling the eftabli 9 Church of the N: ation, 
by the contemptuous Name of Se ; | mutt beg yourAnfwer 
‘to the following Queries. By w ad was the Lducation of 
Youth intended to be committed to the //e Government of 
one Se& ?---What Sect was it, that was to have this /ole 
Government committed to them ?---] have, indeed, heard 
that the Charter obliged the Prefident of the College, to be 
in Communion with the Church of Exg/and; but I never 
underftood, but that the refit of the Governors, Profeffors 
and Matters, mgt be of any; nay, (if they pleafed) of 
no Religion at all. Is then the Prefident Jole Governor ? 
Or does his being of the Communion of the Church of Eag- 
land, commit the fole Government of the College to that 
Church ? Fine Reafoning this ! 

Thofe, youlay, who are fo far Strangers, &c. muff natu- 
rally conclude,---What? W hy, that the refi are difloyal to the 
King, or e/pou/ed Principles prejudicial to the Common Weal. 
Not quite io faft, good Sir; this is fotar from being a na- 
ensal CenciuSon, thattome it is no Conclufion atall. I 
will put your Argument into plain Englifh, and then you 
will fee, how naturally it will conclude. The Prefident of 
the College is to be in Communion with the Church of Exg- 
land ; the Tutors and Profeilors of wf Periuafion ; there- 
fore the Education of Youth is intexded to be committed to 


. rawall 
are equal:y 


Tare to the Church of Holland ; 


truly !---Again ; The Education of Youth is intended to be 
committed to the fole Government of one Sect; therefore 
all the reft are difloyal to the King, or efpoufe Principles pre- 
judicial to the Common Weal. Hudibra/s himielf, that 
famous Knight Errant, could not fpeak Greeé more natu 
rally, than thefe Confequences flow from their Premifes. 

The /ole Government of Vase Colige in Conmedficut, is 
committed to one Sect: muft we therefore natura//y con 
clude, that all the other Sects in that Colony are difloyal to 
his Maje! ty,©'c."’---Below, you have been graciouily pleafed 
to acquit the Epifcopalians of this Province of all Tory, 
Jacobite Principles ; and Iam pretty certain, that the Dif- 
ference of their Tenets, in this Colony and that of Conmed#i- 
cut, is not fo great, but that the latter alfo may have a Title 
to the fame Declaration. 

Speaking of the hoger you fay,---They are not fu- 
bordinate to the eftablifhed Church of Scotland, as the Dutch 
neither is it fit they fhoula ; 
because the Prefbyterians in this, and the Prow:nces of New- 
Jerfey and Pennlylvania, are more numerous than the Dutch, 
&e. Tam obliged to you for this notable Reafon, having 
been feveral ‘limes afked, why the Profeyterians in this 
Country are not fubordinate to the Kirk of Scotland, (one of 
your own favourite Parfons imagines they are, unlefs he has 
very lately altered his Opinion) but have never been able 
to give a fatisfactory Anfwer. Should the Queftion be 
again aked me, J fhall readily anfwer, and quote you for 
my Author, that the Prefbyterians of ‘New-Y ork, are not 
fubordinate to the Kirk of Scotland, becau/e, in New. York, 
New-Jerfey, aad Pennfylvania, they are more numerous thas 
the Dutch. A moft excellent Reafon ! 

Again, you fay,---perfecuted as they---the Englith Dif. 
fenters hove been, in corrupt and arbitrary Reigns, none have 
difcovered more Zeal for the Englith Conflitution than they. 
If this be true of Englith Diffenters in general, T am fure 
it is not fo of the Prefbyterians and /ndependents in particular ; 
unlefs I am quite miftaken in the true Meaning of the 
Words, English Conftitution. Tfuppote the King, the Houle 
of Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, and the Houfe of Com- 
mons, to be each of rbem eflential to the Englife Conftitution; 
and that it cannot, without each of thefe, exiit. ---"Vhe Pre/ 
Ayterians or dnd. pendents, ( (for as the latter Seét rofe out of 
the former, fo are they now both again jumbled into one 
a A fa Moles) in their great and ardent Zea/ for the 

nglidh Conftitution, did what? Why, murder the King, 
voted the Houfe of Lords ufelefs, and turaed two-thirds of 
the Commons out of Doors: and on the Ruins of thefe three 
Eftates, erected a Mungril Common-Wealth, as much un- 
ike the Exg/i Confiitution, as any two Forms of Govern 
ment can poilibly be unlike each other. Should a Man de- 


prive you of Meat, Drink, and Cloathing, and inhumanly 
expofe you for a whole Month to the open Air in the moit» 
inclement Seafon, he would fhew juftfuch a Zea/, for your 
Health, asthey at that Time did for the Englif& Conititu. 
tion. 
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In King Yames the Seconds Time, they gave another 
convincing Proof of their great Zea/ for the Englifh Confti- 
tution. When that weak Prince was labouring by the moft 
erbitrary Means, to overthrow the eftablifhed Church ot 
England, (which is aneffentia! Part of the Englith Confti- 
tution,) they joined Interefts with the Roman Catholicks, 
and by their fulfome Addrefles, and fanguine Promifes, 
led that unhappy deluded Prince to his utter Ruin. 

A little below, you affert, that, the Security of the Crown, 
in the Leyalty of Diffenters, in the Kingdoms of Great. Britain 
and Ireland, is wajily exceeded in this Province, becaufe, &c. 
Andagain ; The political Principles of this Se@, (the Church 
ot England) ave well known in Great-Britain ; but Truth 
obliges, and a Regord to the Honeur of my Country, inclines 
me, to deciare that our Epifcopal ans, are entirely free from 
the Tory Facobite Principles, which have (candalou/ly obtained 
among mary of their Brethren at home.--Now, Sir, fuppofing 
thefe sentences had come from a Writer of Integrity and Im- 
partiality, would not People, unacquainted w iththe true State 
of the Cafe, be very apt to conclude, thatthe Engli/fb Dit- 
{enters had ever been the warmeit Advocates for Monarchy, 
and that the Church of Exg/and was a protetled Enemy to 
our prefent moft gracious Sovereign ?- How groundlets, talfe 
and malicious are fuch Infinuations ! 

The real Truth is this. ‘The political Principles of the 
Enclifh Prefbyterians, thift juft as Occafion requires ; conti- 
nually graiping at Power, they tlick at no Means to obtain 
it. It was to anfwer the fame End, wiz. to worm them- 
{elves into Authority, induced them to murder their lawful 
Sovercign King Cuarces the Firlt, and fawned upon, 
flattered, nay, almoft worlhipped King James the Second. 
Aud notwithitanding their great pretended Zea/, for the 
Enclifh Conftitution ; as they have never renounced thofe 
levelling Principles by which they once deftroyed it, fo we 
have all the Reafon in the World to expect, that upona 
favourable Opportunity, they would play thefame deftru€iive 
Game over again. You tell us, they actually enjoy in this Pro- 
vince all the ‘religious Leberty, which the Non-Conformifis im 
the Kingdoms of Great-Britaingad Ireland, ardently defire; but 
thro’ the Oppofition of their Epifcopal Brethrex, have been 
bithertounable to ebtain.---Pray, knowing Sir, what re/igious 
Liberty arethey deprived of inthofe Kingdoms. ] with your 
great Sagacity, and profound Penetration had difcovered 
it, and pointed itout. The Wantof/ecu/ar Power, not of 
relizious Liberty, is what they greatly lament, and ardently 
wiih 

Q Religion ! How is thy facred Nameand divine Precepts, 
made a Cover to bafe Defigns, by defigring Men! For, as 
the Hounds in fall Puifuic of a Hare or a Fox, ftill fend 
forth the fame Cry ; fo Innovations in Church or State, 
whether they atm at fecular Power, or religious Tyranny, 
fil ring alj the € hanges upon Religion and Liberty. Pre 
Aris et Facis, conftantly uther in every Revolution in Go- 
verament ; and the {pecious Name of Reformation in Eng- 


Take this Opportunity of further acknow 





Jand, once deftroyed the beft Corftication the World could 


oaft. 

: Itis alfo abundantly evident, Sir, that you, as well as 
your Predeceffors, under the {pecicus Pretence of Zeal for 
the Englifh Conitituton, by latent Defigns, aimas much as 
in you lie, to undermine it ; at leait to demolith One-hali ot 
it ; as youhave repeatedly difcovered a mott intemperate 
and digotted Zeal againft the religious Part of our Ejtablith- 
ment, and thereby manifetted yourfelf a moft furious Bigor 
of an Enemy to the Church of England, and by Confequence 
to the Eng/ Conftitution ; and alfo equally fo to the 
Dutch and Scotch Eftablifhment ; in as much as you appear 
a bitter Enemy to any religious Eftablifhment at ail, and yet 
have the unaccountable Afiurance, to be conftantly calling 
every Body Bigots, that happens to differ in Sentiment from 
you. 

There are many other Things in your Performance liable 
to Exception, which the Limits ot this Paper oblige me to 
patsover. Should youthink this Letter worthy your No- 
tice, be pleafed in your Reply, to inform me how you came 
to declare, that there are but1o, or 15 Families in Suffolk 
County, but what are Prefbyterians. A Gentleman well 
acquainted with that County, and of undoubted Veracity, 
afiures me that there are there at leaft Fifty Families that be- 
long tothe Church of England. Alto pleafe to acquaint me 
from whence you received your Information, that Sir 
Dudley Rider, Lord Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench, is 
a Prefbyterian Difenter. Your ipfe dixit, you can’t imagine 
will be futhcient in this Cafe ; efpecially, when I affure you, 
that feveral Gentlemen that have lately left England, have 
informed me that your Report is groundlefs, and that you 
labor (as indeed you frequently do) under a grand Miftake. 
I muitalfo obferve to you, that as yet, you have been far 
{rom proving that there is no religious Eftablifhment in this 
Province. Was it leit to an honett Jory, I am certain, that 
you would thea find, that a!l you have faid, or can yet fi, 
would be far from gaining your Point. Ifa Multiplicity of - 
Words without any juft Reafoning can avail, 1 muft ac- 
knowledge, that then you have infinitely the beit of the Ar- 
gument. Be pleafed alfo to acquaint the Public, how you 
came {@ intimately acquainted with the Difpofition of the 
Crown, as to know ith « conftantly inclined to take off the 
Veit Act. Perhaps you have dreamed :t; and what his 
Lordfhip intended,--for it feems youare intimately acquain- 
ted evenwith People’s Intentions ;-- when he faid, no GE- 
NERAL religious Eftablifhment prevailed at New-York. 
Had his Lordihip, whoever he was, faid the Words, which 
I much doubt, yet it can be of no avail, being only his 
private Opinion, upon a Subject with which his Lordihip, 
J am fatished, was intirely unacquainted. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your canflant Reader, 


OLD ENGLAND. 


ledging the Honour already done me by the 


Watch-Tower, Numb. XXI. i afcribing my True Notion of Sifter Churches, #0 
the teint Work of a Conclave of Eight Reverend Clergymen ; on which Account, I flatter 


niyfelf, the Public will efteem it worthy of their Notice. 


And for any further Honour, the 





Watch-Tower’s Promife wrll be excufed, if ke will be pleafed to make proper Affidavits, 
teat himfelf and Informer verily believe, that Eight Reverend Clergymen lave been in a 
Conclave within any Part of this Province, fince J. E’s public Demand of Seitsfaciion, 
Jor two glaring Prevarications, which remain to be accounted for ; as well as the Number 
Light Clergymen, before the Public can reafonably conclude that any Man fhall have 
Hionour or Dithonour, dy the Hifforical Narrations, and Obfervations of the Watch- 
Tower, and bis Pretbyterian Informers. JOHN ENGLISHMAN. 


N. B.A Piece wherein a Converfation lately happened in the Country, between a Juftice of the Peacr, 
and feveral others, is related, is come fafe to Hand ; and {hall, agreeable to the Requeft of my unknows 
ingenious Correfpondent, have a Place in this Paper as foon as poffible. y oe 
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Printed in Beaver-ftreet, N.Y. by Parker and Weyman. 
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